Executive Summary 
Wireless Technology and the Impact on Education

Abstract

In fulfillment of the Current Trends and Issues class, James Ladd, Debby Paulson, and I researched the topic of wireless technology and its impact on adult education. Following our research, we created a white paper, a PowerPoint presentation, and a one-page summary and presented it to the cohorts at the University of Colorado at Denver (UCD). One month later, Debby and I had opportunity to present this same information (in a slightly modified format) to members of the International Society for Performance Improvement (ISPI), Front Range Chapter.
In our paper and presentation, we discussed wireless technologies, terminology, devices and the impact on both education and instructional designers. The conclusion from our research was that, despite all that is written, there is little empirical data about the potential impact of wireless technology on teaching and learning. Many articles state that students enjoy using the latest and greatest devices and, as a result, have become more involved with their learning. Conventional wisdom suggests that learning is enhanced when the students are interested and motivated by interactive courseware. 
Reflection

This project was one of the most enjoyable and insightful projects I researched while in the Information and Learning Technologies program. The topic of wireless is growing quickly and fascinating, new information is emerging daily. Recently, we moved from “just-in-case” instructor-led training to “just-enough, just-in-time” training. With the advent of wireless and the concept of “mobile learning,” we will soon be required to create “just-for-you” customized learning. 
Another thing that made this research project enjoyable is working with teammates, Jim Ladd and Debby Paulson. Both individuals are personable and driven to do a thorough job in everything they do. Collectively, we uncovered a wide range of technologies and interesting applications. 
When I leave the ILT program, it is my intention to seek speaking opportunities in one of the niche areas in the wireless market. It would be an extremely gratifying to conduct presentations while employing entertrainment principles. 
Responsibilities Met
Responsibility #1 – Continued improvement of professional practice that requires critical inquiry, professional development, and reflective practice

No other project I worked on at UCD required more in the way of continuing my professional practice than this one. Critical inquiry, professional development, and reflective practices continue to expand, even though this project officially ended six months ago. Our research benefited the three of us; then, this information was shared with UCD cohorts and others in a professional society (ISPI). Furthermore, as a result of my exposure and subsequent interest in this area, I intend to continue this “information sharing” to countless others as I advance my professional career.
